REACTION PAPER
One Day In The Life Of Ivan Denisovich is a powerful novel that depicts the activities of a prisoner in a Stalinist labor camp in the 1950s.  In the novel we follow the everyday ups and downs, the punishments, the work, and much more of Ivan Denisovich.  I feel that the author was trying to give insight on the Stalinist prison camps and by following one man’s story made the book enjoyable and easy to read.
	I found many things that I thought were remarkable in this book.  It’s hard for me to imagine not having food around when I was hungry or waking up everyday hoping to not get put in a cell for punishment.  We sometimes forget about what some people had to go through in history.  The author describes how there were numerous body searches in which the prisoners would have to strip down and many prisoners were hiding things like food or for example Ivan was hiding a piece of a broken hacksaw blade to make a knife.  These are the small things that the prisoners cherished so much and if they would have gotten caught with these items they would have gotten punished.
	There are two things that make this book worth reading, the first being the informative information and the second being entertainment.  Before I read this book I had no knowledge of what a Stalinist prison camp was like, by reading this you can learn about these camps and how people lived in them.  Not only is this novel educational but it is also entertaining because you want to keep reading about what Ivan goes through and what he is going to do next. An example is the suspense, for instance when Ivan is getting body searched and he accidently brought the piece of the blade with him but the guard fails to find it so he gets away free when you thought he was going to be punished. (pages 103-104)
	After going through my notes and remembering lectures I find this more as a supplementary reading then something that compares to our class discussions.  In class we haven’t gone into detail of Stalin or Stalinist prison camps.  Most of what we have covered thus far does not deal with this part of Russian history.  However, when comparing the way people act in Russia does compare to the way the soldiers acted in togetherness in the book.  In class we discussed many times how Russians are very friendly and like to stick together, wear the same things, eat the same things.  In the book they were all put into their own squads, in these squads you did everything together whether it was work or eating.  Through the book the prisoners are always helping each other out, an example of this would be when Ivan hides food for the person below him so that its harder for the guards to find it or an extra bowl of kasha for someone to eat.
	What really struck me about the book was the act of wheeling and dealing, stealing, and hiding that the prisoners did in one day.  An example of this is at the end of the book when the narrator summarizes Ivan’s day, “He’d had many strokes of luck that day:  they hadn’t put him in the cells; they hadn’t spent his squad to the settlement; he’d swiped a bowl of kasha at dinner; the squad leader had fixed the rates well; he’d built a wall and enjoyed doing it; he’d smuggled that bit of hacksaw blade through; he’d earned a favor from Tsezar that evening; he’d bought that tobacco.  And he hadn’t fallen ill.”( pg 139)  The way it was portrayed was that it wasn’t a big deal that he was doing this and that he was lucky to day because he was able to get away without any punishment.  Even after a successful day for Ivan, Solzhenitsyn sums up that day by saying, “A day without a dark cloud.  Almost a happy day.” (pg 139)  That quote just makes you realize that the struggles he faced were only one day, and that he had many more days ahead of him.
	When thinking about the point of view of the author I would say that Alexander Solzhenitsyn, the author, is very critical of the communist system.  The book displays the hard times that people had to endure and how they were treated.  The way the novel is portrayed leads you to believe that the prisoners are undeserving of their punishments and that many were treated unfairly.  You could say the author was bias at some points against communism and sided with the prisoners, but once the facts are displayed who wouldn’t side with the prisoners?
	
